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EXHIBITION OVERVIEW 2022

UPPER BELVEDERE
The Age of Dürer. Austria at the Gate of the Renaissance
until 30 January 2022
During the transition from late Gothic to Renaissance, Austria was home to important artists such as Lucas Cranach the Elder, Albrecht Altdorfer, and Jacopo de' Barbari. In many cases their works bear witness to a new artistic self-understanding and foreshadow the development of modernism. The Belvedere is now devoting a comprehensive exhibition to this previously unexplored chapter of Austrian art history.
Curated by Björn Blauensteiner

Carlone Contemporary: Volkmar Klien. Anschwellen – Abschwellen
until 6 February 2022
As part of the Carlone Contemporary series, Austrian artist Volkmar Klien presents his performance apparatus Anschwellen – Abschwellen in dynamic interplay with the Baroque setting of the Carlone Hall at the Upper Belvedere. The ticking of a pendulum clock slowly swells to produce an all-pervading sound, accompanied by the gradual unfolding of a peacock fan. Klien's robotic installation strives for beauty, magnitude, volume, and dominance. 
Curated by Stella Rollig

Lady with Fan. Gustav Klimt and East Asia
until 13 February 2022
Who was this seductive Lady with Fan? Why does she evoke Japan in our minds? Bijin-ga was the term used for portraits of famous beauties or courtesans in Japanese woodblock prints. Gustav Klimt explored this subject and other motives from Far Eastern art in great depth throughout his life – a fact reflected in his last, nearly completed painting, Lady with Fan. The Belvedere traces such stylistic influences in Klimt's work.
Curated by Markus Fellinger

Better Times? Waldmüller and Biedermeier Vienna
until 27 February 2022
Biedermeier – the much quoted and oft discussed word of our age: have idyllic, middle-class mores taken hold within our society? What, in fact, is Biedermeier? Does the contemplation of this era mean looking back on Better Times? This special exhibition in the Upper Belvedere tells of the period of the Metternich restoration, the empowerment of the middle class and its simultaneous retreat from the sphere of political responsibility into the private sphere. 
Curated by Rolf Johannsen

IN-SIGHT: Raden Saleh. Osman Hamdi Bey. Hakob Hovnatanyan
Art of the World in the Belvedere’s Collection
until 27 March 2022
What are the asserted "highlights" of a collection? How is it that specific works get exhibited ... and others not? One look at the history of such curatorial choices illustrates the Eurocentric bias often behind these decisions. With this in mind, the Belvedere now presents three remarkable works from its collection rarely shown before, painted by artists considered pioneers of modern painting in their native countries: Raden Saleh, Osman Hamdi Bey, and Hakob Hovnatanyan.
Curated by Markus Fellinger

Face to Face. Marc Quinn meets Franz Xaver Messerschmidt
24 February to 3 July 2022
Artist Marc Quinn will juxtapose his eight-part series Emotional Detox with the iconic “character heads” by Baroque sculptor Franz Xaver Messerschmidt. The exhibition at the Upper Belvedere presents a thoughtful and impactful dialogue between contemporary art and major works from the museum’s collection.  Messerschmidt’s work has long been an inspiration to Quinn, and the “character heads” directly influenced the creation of Emotional Detox.
Curated by Stella Rollig

True to Life. Realist Painting from 1850 to 1950
18 March to 1 November 2022
Is Realism really true to life? What are the common traits of Realism over the course of decades? The new special exhibition at the Upper Belvedere covers a period spanning the mid-19th century to the 1950s and reveals the multifaceted nature of an artistic approach that began as a mirror of its social environment. To this day, works with realistic tendencies continue to inspire through their impressive painting techniques and diversity of subject matter.
Curated by Kerstin Jesse and Franz Smola
IN-SIGHT: Georg Eisler. Tracing Life
8 April to 25 September 2022
“To make the intervening spaces visible, the perspectival, emotional, and mental spaces between figure and figure,” was how Georg Eisler described his artistic approach in 1963. His often large-scale works tend to appear easy and effortless. However, his personal writings in diaries and workbooks reveal how much the artist wrestled with translating the visible into this unmistakable, seemingly spontaneous pictorial language. 
Curated by Kerstin Jesse

Carlone Contemporary: Lena Henke
17 February to 28 August 2022
A yellow elephant appears to be asleep on the floor of the Baroque Carlone Hall—or, on closer inspection, is this actually a toppled row of arches? A sculptural dimension is thus added to this space in the Upper Belvedere, which is adorned with illusionistic trompe l’oeil architecture and a ceiling painting. Lena Henke’s Aldo Rossi’s Sleeping Elephant shows her to be a strong, young, female voice in sculpture. The work was given to the Belvedere by a private collector in 2021. 
Curated by Stella Rollig

Carlone Contemporary: Rona Pondick
23 September 2022 to 8 January 2023
A horde of monkeys will descend on the Carlone Hall at the Upper Belvedere! They are hybrid creatures with human parts: Monkeys by Rona Pondick adopts the Baroque ambience’s playful engagement with distance and proximity to the viewer. The Belvedere will be showing this work in the series CARLONE CONTEMPORARY.
Curated by Stella Rollig

LOWER BELVEDERE & ORANGERY
Dalí – Freud. An Obsession
28 January to 29 May 2022
Salvador Dalí and Sigmund Freud: one man's art, another man's theory. The scripts of Freud clearly fascinated Dalí, perhaps to the point of obsession – his greatest desire was to someday meet his idol. He made multiple unsuccessful attempts at contact, including a trip to Vienna in April 1937 that also failed to produce an introduction. Finally, at the urging of Austrian writer Stefan Zweig and the poet Edward James, Freud agreed to a meeting in London in July 1938. This comprehensive exhibition illustrates the obsession for the psychoanalytical in the work of the Surrealists, particularly as it is present in Dali's surrealist pictorial world.
Curated by Jaime Brihuega

Viva Venezia! The Invention of Venice in the 19th Century
17 February to 4 September 2022
Viva la Mamma! A pivotal moment in the 1950s film captures Sissi embracing her child amid the cheering crowds in St. Mark's Square. The scene has its roots in a myth that has been part of Austria's collective memory since the 19th century: Venice. Like many myths, this vision of the lagoon city had to be invented first – also by way of numerous pictorial representations. Viva Venezia!
Curated by Franz Smola.
Joseph Rebell. In Southern Light
15 June to 13 November 2022
In the summer and autumn of 2022, the Belvedere will dedicate a first-ever solo exhibition to the eminent landscape painter Joseph Rebell. The artist was born in Vienna in 1787 and worked from 1813 in Naples and Rome. His paintings were held in high esteem among art-interested audiences across Europe, including those in aristocratic and royal circles. The comprehensive show presents numerous works from public and private collections in Austria, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland, which can now be compared with one another for the first time.
Curated by Sabine Grabner.

GROW. The Tree in Art
23 September 2022 to 8 January 2023
Mysterious, bearer of knowledge, silent observer: The tree is deeply rooted in culture – as a mediator between the divine and the human, as an object of science, and as a warning sign for ecological (mis)developments. In dedicating an exhibition to the tree that spans numerous styles and epochs, the Belvedere is focusing on a central subject in art history and its complex relationship with humankind.

Curated by Miroslav Haľák.
Belvedere. Institution
2 December 2022 to 7 January 2024
BELVEDERE 21
Avant-Garde and the Contemporary. 
The Belvedere Collection from Lassnig to Knebl
until 19 February 2023
The exhibition brings a distinguished selection of contemporary and historical artistic approaches into productive correspondence. Through multiple narrative strands, the show provides insights into art since the 1930s and highlights key artistic currents and tendencies. 
Curated by Luisa Ziaja

Ugo Rondinone. nude in the landscape
until 1 May 2022
Landscapes, suns, nudes, and still lifes – Ugo Rondinone's visual worlds transport the viewer into an unfamiliar reality. For his first solo exhibition in a museum in Austria, the multimedia conceptual and installation artist has devised a polyphonic, immersive cosmos.
Curated by Axel Köhne

WOTRUBA. Heavenwards
The Church on the Georgenberg
until 30 January 2022
Piles of cubes, rubble church, architectural icon. Forty-five years after the consecration of the Church of the Most Holy Trinity on the Georgenberg in Vienna-Mauer, the Belvedere is for the first time mounting an exhibition explicitly dedicated to what became known as the Wotruba Church. 
Curated by Gabriele Stöger-Spevak

Shaping Time. Photos and Films from the Collection
24 March to 4 September 2022
Our perception of time is extremely subjective. We perceive time as a continuum, an interval, or as a memory. In this exhibition, the artists purposefully employ photographic techniques in their reflections on the (cultural) phenomenon of time. With works by Andreas Duscha, Jesper Just, Peter Köllerer, Julie Monaco, Anja Ronacher, Ugo Rondinone, Eva Schlegel, and Günther Selichar.
Curated by Stella Rollig and Harald Krejci

Rebecca Warren
15 July to 16 October 2022
British artist Rebecca Warren makes sculptures, assemblages, and constructions in a wide variety of materials including clay, bronze, steel, and neon. She came to prominence in the early 1990s with her large, raw clay sculptures of extravagantly proportioned female forms. Warren’s first solo exhibition in an Austrian museum will consist of older works alongside new works made especially for Belvedere 21. 
Curated by Axel Köhne.

Stanislava Kovalcikova
16 September 2022 to 5 February 2023
In her first solo exhibition in Austria, painter Stanislava Kovalcikova unveils the alluring and enigmatic side of her work. The daughter of a Russian mother and a Slovak father, she spent her childhood and youth living in various places around the world. The experience of crossing borders – geographically, linguistically, culturally, and socially – and of not belonging to a community is present in her work as well. Kovalcikova's works examine issues relating to the notion of self and the construction of identity. 
Curated by Stella Rollig

Gerwald Rockenschaub
25 November 2022 to 12 March 2023 
Gerwald Rockenschaub's work follows the principle of reducing elements, structures, and color contrasts to only the essential. The works of the radical minimalist are simple and precise but also complex. They range from the geometric abstract oil paintings of the early 1980s, which are associated with the Neo-Geo movement, to industrially produced Plexiglas panels and huge inflatable PVC objects, to his more recent computer-generated animations. Spare interventions within the architecture of the respective exhibition spaces reveal and invert the relationship between viewer, artwork, and space.
Curated by Axel Köhne
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