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In his work, Werner Feiersinger combines his knowledge of the history of art, design and 
architecture with a laconically reduced design vocabulary. The Austrian sculptor is reinventing the 
exhibition space at the Belvedere 21 with an extensive sculptural intervention that draws on the 
building’s history. 

For many years, Werner Feiersinger has been exhibiting his objects in relation to his photographs and 
realising sculptures in public spaces. His minimalist work always subverts conventional viewing habits 
and is steeped in a profound sense of humour. 

“Werner Feiersinger has adopted a sculptural vocabulary that looks Modernist and geometrical, but 
nevertheless remains open to all that is subjective and human. In dialogue with art history, he creates a 
very specific poetry and puts the human aspect back into sculpture,” says CEO Stella Rollig. 

“With his precise work, Feiersinger restructures the space he encounters. He literally has an architectural 
icon of post-war Modernism overturned and occupies it with new sculptural bodies. The starting points 
for his latest work are a detail of Schwanzer’s architecture, the exhibition space itself, and the proximity 
to the Fritz Wotruba Privatstiftung,” adds curator Axel Köhne. 

Werner Feiersinger’s sculptural intervention alludes to the building in which it is shown. It was planned 
by the Viennese architect Karl Schwanzer as the Austrian pavilion for the 1958 World’s Fair in Brussels 
and awarded the Grand Prix d’Architecture. Later, the building was transferred to Vienna and 



  

 

 
 

modernised by Adolf Krischanitz between 2007 and 2011. Karl Schwanzer planned the grid of the façade 
as a visual modular system of vertical steel girders that have punched holes at regular intervals and are 
structured using cross-beams. Werner Feiersinger appropriates this structure and turns its monochrome 
vertical steel grid 90 degrees to the horizontal. Like a kind of carpet, the sculpture lies on the floor and 
serves as the substructure for three other works. All four pieces assert their autonomous character while 
at the same time exploring fundamental issues of sculpture. The objects are positioned in a strained 
relation to the space, as a result of which they transform it. 

The individual parts of the work admit various interpretations thanks to their different references, which 
cannot be unequivocally identified. The necessity of support is, for example, a key characteristic of 
Feiersinger’s art. As such, the overturned structure on the floor of the exhibition space is reminiscent of 
both linked ladders and, at the same time, an oversized toy due to its holes. Two cantilever abstract 
forms on a base plate resemble gravestones protruding obliquely from the floor. This can be interpreted 
as a formal reference to Fritz Wotruba’s Cubist sculptures that are housed in the depot of the Fritz 
Wotruba Privatstiftung at the Belvedere 21. 

Feiersinger has even concealed an architectural link to India in his work. The grid on the upper floor of 
the Belvedere 21 reminds the artist of the red, vertically rhythmic structure in Le Corbusier’s façade for 
the parliament building in Chandigarh. This building was constructed in the years from 1951 to 1964, so 
roughly at the same time as the former World’s Fair pavilion. Whereas Schwanzer’s architecture seems 
rationalistic to Feiersinger, he describes that of Le Corbusier as subjectivist. The sculptor transfers the 
subjectively irregular intervals in Le Courbusier’s building façade to the grid of his work at the            
Belvedere 21. 

All objects are made by the artist himself; their surfaces are often moulded. The colours and the 
workmanship are of vital importance. Mostly, Feiersinger uses seemingly unfinished primers and plays 
with raw surfaces. Despite their apparently industrial precision and the severity of their materials, 
therefore, his works do have a human aspect. 

To supplement the sculptural intervention, design drawings are on display. The origin of Feiersinger’s 
sculptures always lies in the drawing that he produces in spontaneous improvisation sessions by 
employing his subconscious. Often this results in “inter-objects” that give the impression of being useful 
but that are in fact useless. They illustrate the artist’s search for answers to questions about proportions, 
dimensions, volumes and material. 
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